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-DOE-Aims for Ten 
.-Year Cleanup . 

arlier this summer, Rocky-Flat$ and the rest of the, .. '. ' 

Department of Energy's '(DOE) nuclear weapons'complex 
sites received orderq.'from their Headquarters office in 

, 

.Washington, DiCl. to develop a-Ten Year Plan for site closure.'. , '  

. .Unlike most of the o$er.sites, Rocky Flats has'already been,work- 
ing:on an' accelerated cleanup plan for nearly a year. This - ,  . 

. Hiadquahers directive was largely, based on the,strong,'support of '. 
the Assistant Secretary for Environmental Management:(EM) . . .  for - 

* .  
. .  

' .  . , 

recent Rocky Flats accelerated cleanup plans. , .  

EM-Assistant Secretary A1 Alm.piovided thesites with a set ' 

. Eliminate the most urgent risks; 

, , kOrkers begin excavation of Trench .T-3 iA J;,e, 996. , , ,: .\ . 
, . of seven principles to guide thejrten year planning efforts: . . ' 

.Rediceth~mofigi+afidsupportcoststofreeupfunds : : '  'Digging,lUp the' Past \~ .,, ' 

. .  

. .  . .  
, _  

<'. 

. .  .Protect worker-health and'safetv; ' .' . T n  June of,this year; Rocky Flats begariexcavation and- ' : 
. .  -for further hsk reduction; . - .  

- .  - .  
Reduce the'generation of waste; ' , t .  1 remediation of two'wfiste disposal,irenches, T-3 and T,4. 
Create a co1lab.orative relationship between DOE and its . ' These trenches are'two of the ~ighest  priority contaminated . .  . ' 

Focus technology.development on cost and risk reduction; 

. .  

. ,  ' . , sites (IHSSs, or Individua1,'Hazardous Substance Sites) at I . ' ' , 
- -  . .  . I . . regulators and stakeholders; 

, .  

, .  ' . a '  Rocky Flats. In the mid-l960s, various chemicals were I . 

trenches comes from vola;ile orga'niccompounds (VOCs), . , 

such as trichloroethene (TCE),. tetrachloroethene (PCE) and 
carb0.n tetrachloride.' VOC' contamination in the groundwater 

, in this area .has been detected,'.making removal of this source 
material a high priority. ; 

. .  . .  Integrate waste treatment and disposal across sites. . .  . - '  buried.in i e s e  trenches. The primary~contamination,in the ' *,. b .  

Rocky Flats'has a head start on this-processbecause,of its 
Accelerated Site ActionPioject,'(ASAP). For the past several 
months,, Rocky Flats has been analyzing the costs, risks andsLhed-' 

. 

' ules'. associated with various accelerated cleanup, scenarios. 'The ' 

. site was able to use much of th is data in developing the first'draft. 
' * ,  

. .  
'. of-the Ten'Year 'Plan. ,. : Trench T23 is approximately 20 x 134 feet and 10 feet I .. 

,Rocky F!ak is basingrits Ten Year Plan onseveral assump- *deep and T-4 is slightly smaller. Excavation of trench T-3 . . . .  c .  

tions. One assumption is.that a new vault will be built for interim 
plutoniumstorage. h,other assumption is accelerated shipment of .  

Mexico.'The opening of WIPP has been delayed and it is current- 
ly'awaiting federal approval in 1998. ,The Ten Year Plan also. 

' assumes.the ability to accelerate shipment of low-level and low-' I. 

' '. (continued on,Pizge 3)  

began on June'4 and occurred every other .day for about one 
month. ,Trench T-4 excavation began next an'd was complet- .' 

estimated to be approximately 2,700 cubic yar&;or enough I,, ' 

. - 

. 

. transuranic waste to the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (WIPP) in New . ,ed in late July ... .;r"ne total amount of-excavated soil is . .  

' to fill 1.50 18-wheel trucks (if lined up, 150-18-wheelers 
' would stretch about 1.7 miles).: Not all of the.contents'of.the ,. . ' \ 

.. 

_ .  ' L  

. x ,(continued,on Page'7). . 
. .  

Highlights Inside: 
Northern N.M. Citizens Advisory Board. ........... 6 
CAB World Wide Web Page Address ................ .7 

............................... R o c e  Flats Updates Page: .2 - .  
RFCA, Site Wide EIS, Rocky Flats 
Budget, and CAB staff changes CAB Public Comment Message Line.. ............... .7 

Public Meeting Calendar .................................... .8 NCPP Progress Report ...................... .'. ............. .4 

. .  
. .  



Rocky Flats .. - . 
Cleanup Agreement ' 

After nearly three years of negotiations,, 
representatives from the Department of 
Energy, the Environmental Protection 
Agency, the Colorado Department of 

' 

Public Health and Environment and the 
Governor'$ Office officially signed the , 

new Rocky Flats Cleanup Agreement on 
July 19. This document provides the 
regulatory framework by which Rocky- 
Flats cleanup decisions will be made. 
'At the same time, the officials also. ,~ . 

signed the Rocky Flats Vision. This 
two-page document describes the.ov&- 
all, long-term cleanup goals for the site. 

The Rocky Flats' Citizens Advise$ 
Board and many other citizens and' . ' 

groups provided a great deal of .input 
into the development of both documents. 
The agencies responded with a 140-page 
Response. to Pbblic Cominents docu- ' 

men; that addresses each ofthe 
comments. 

Two major issues were not resolved in  ,. 
th,e final Cle'anup Agrqement. One is 
the Soil-Action'Levels.whch will deter- : 
mine cleanup levels: .&I agency . : 

.working group has recently developed . -  a 
draft action levels document which is 
currently out for public comment: The 
other unresolved issue is low-level and 
low-level mixed waste storage and .dis-. 
posal. @CA leaves all options open.. 
There will be public processes to . '.. . 
addkss both'of these isdues in the.com-' 
ing months. Stay incontact- withthe ' 

CAB to keep up-to-date on the progress 
of these efforts. ., ._ 

, , .  
. . .  

, _  

. .  

. .  

Site Wide Environmental ~. 

Impact Statement 
The Department of Energy has been' ., 
workhg with-a contractor for more than_ 
two yea& to prepare a Sde Wide 
Environmental Impact Statement ' - . 

(SWEIS) for Rocky Flats. .The SWEIS . . 

is to examine the potential environmen- 
' tal ,effects of the' chan'ge in site mission 
_. from production to cleanup and' was. ' .  

expected to be complete by the end.of . 
the year: Because the scoping for the 
SWEIS was done two years ago, the " - 
cleanup alternatives that are analyzed in : 
the,document do not match the current, 
accelerated cleanup plans. Therefore, 
DOE has decided to delay completion of 
the SWEIS until the Ten Year Plan.has ' 

been completed.. The'Ten Year Plan .. 
cleanup scenario will th'en be analyzed 
as the preferred alternative in the 

' 

. 

. .  
SWEIS. , 

' amount until a Hous&/Senate conference 
commstee agree on a fiial spending 
package.' 

The FY98 budget was'presented to DOE- 
Headquakers in A p ~ k  During the . ; 

I summer; Rocky Flats was notified that it 
' will receive m. additional $60 million on 

top of the $596 million,Headquarters had 
originally approved for.the, site. This, 
extra funding will .be used, for decontami- 
riaiion, decommissioning and expedited *, 

waste.shipments.. Th.ese numbers' are sub- 
ject'to change; however, * the'budget 
proceeds' through the approval process. 

. _  . 

Changes on CAB-Staff . . 

On July 1, Ken Korkia took over as thk 
Board/Staff Coordinator for CAB. Ken ' ' 
has worked for the Board since June 1994 
in the capacity. of Program Specialist. , 

.Ken's new role will be to oversee the 
staff and provide overall coordihation.for 
the Board and its committees. 

The scope of the SWEIS may be. recon-'- 
sideredbased upon the other NEPA 

- 

documents,that DOE is pie$aring'for ' 

. 'various site activities, such as. the EIS' .' 
for the construction of a new plutonium 
storage vault and .a programmatic EIS 
for residue treatment, storage and'per- 
haps'disp.osal. .Also; because DOE 
.believes environm-ental restoration deci- 
sions are covered under the . 
Comprehensive Environmental-. 
Response, Compensation and Liability ~ 

Act (CERCLA), these decisions will not 
be a part of the SWEIS. Only waste and 
possibly decommissioning activities 
may be left within the scope of the doc- 
ument. However, DOE still commits to . 
analyzing the cumulative impacts of-a11 

., 

. site.activities as part of this document. 
, DOE is .anticipating a Record of ' ' . .  . 

Rocky Flats Budget 

Decision in the fall of',1997. . " . 

. .  

Rocky Flats' Fiscal. Year (FY) '1997 > -  

budget request is currently making its 
way through .Congress'as part of the 
overall Department of Energy request. . . 
Rocky Flats' share stands at about $597 
million,'but we,will not know the final I ... 

. ' 

. t  

Beginning in the December issue I 

The Advisor, we will be adding a 
"Q & A column. As a service to 
our readers,-we will be answering 
your questions about Rocky Flats. 
Please send, .call, fax or e-mail yoi 
questions t o t s  by October 15 and 
we will try to answer. them in our 
next issue. 

- Rocky Flats CAB 
9035 Wadsworth, Suite 2250 
Westminster, CO 80021 
(303) 420-7855 
fax: (303) 420-7579 
e-mail: &ab@ indra.com 
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. .  '. Ten Year Plan , .  I . .  

,.' (continued from Page 1). . 

. ,. level mixed 'wastes to offsite disposal cocations: The-low-level e the Ten Year Plan for the weapons complek later this .year. The ' , , ' 
. .  . .  

. . . waste that cannot be shipped offsite will be stored onsite in con: , ' public-is being asked to get'involved.in this effort: Regardless - ,  . 
tainers in buildings. While final soil cleanup standards. are , . .of the assumptions mentioned above,.several .key decisions have 
currently being developed, the site is assuming use of an 85 mil- yet to be made. Most important may be the soi1,action levels. 

, lirem radiation exposure action level for its plannihg purposes. . _ .  and thedow-level waste strategy. According' to the Department 
The actual standard will'have a significant effect on the amount of Energy, the Ten Year Plan will guide the implementation of 

. of waste that 'is produced as well as the schedule for the'cleanup . .  . 'all other site plans, including.the Rocky Flats Cleanup, I 

' actions. ,' ' .  .I Agreement, the'hcelerated Site Action Project and the Site ' . 
Wide Environmental Impact Statement. There'are many oppor- 
wit ies  to get involved in.the public discussions on these issues 

, .  starting now. Please contact ETin or Ken at the,CAB office at 

'and commenting on the Ten Year Plan.'' Also, copies of the draft 
' 'document are available from. the, DOE Communications office ' . 

, 

. ' 

' . 

, , 
' 

' 

- ' Rocky Flats'. Ten Year Plan assumes $10 'million will be 
available each year'for enviro'nmenta1,'restoration projects. It . ,: 
also includes plans to demolish and excavate the'foundations of 

plan assumes a constant total'site budget of $657 million (FY.97 

' . '' 
' . 

.' 

, 
all buildings; except those suitable for private uses. ,Finally, the.- (303) 420-7855 if you would like.to, get involved.in reviewhi . . .  

', 
I .  . .  

" , . ,  

-. I dollars) each year. 
Rocky Flats submitted a draft of this plan to.Headquarters." ' by calling (303)966-5993. 

j .  

, -  
' I  I , ". 

3 .  

, . I .  
I .  

. _  . ' on July, 3 1. The Department of Energy is expecting to complete ' - ,  I .  . 

. ,  
. .  . .  

9 .) 
. ,  . .  . .  

Looking, Ahead: 
Rocky Flats Under the Proposed Ten Year Plan . 

- Before: After: . 

t 3.2 tons of Pu oxides 

. \  .. 
I . 6.6 tons of Plutonium (Pu) metal and - Stabilized/packaged/awaiting offsite shipment in 

a new storage vault , 

3.1 tons Pu in 106 tons of residue 

7300 cubic meters of TRU waste 

6.7 tons of Uranium 

Low-level and low-level 'mixed waste - Shipped offsite and/or stored onsite in containers 
(soil, process, legacy, demolition) 

Over 500 facilities 
1 .  

- Stabilized/packaged/shipped to WlPP - Packaged/shipped to WlPP . 

* Packaged/shipped offsite . 

in a building 

some administrative and utilities); the rest 
deactivated and demolished / possibly some left 
for private use 

e Shipped offsite 

- 6 buildings left (Pu vault / LLW/MW building,/ 

Hazardous and sanitary wastes 

Clean demolition debris - Used as fill 1 

61 00 acres (mostly buffer zone) '- Cleaned to open space use standards 

100 acres (current industrial area) - Cleaned to industrial use standards 

Legend: 
Pu = Plutonium 
TRU = Transuranic waste 
WlPP = Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (located outside of Carlsbad, New Mexico) 



* NCPP Makes Progress Toward 
. .  

I .  
, a , _  

, .  . .  . _  
- ,  

or the pasi two y e a q  work hasJeen ongoing .at Rocky 
Flats to decontaminate and decommission two of the for-' 
.nier weapons production buildings, 883 and 865. ?lese. 

two buildings, along with buildings 444 and 447; constitute the. 
National. Con'version Pilot Project (NCPP). The NCPP receives 
its money from the Department of Energy (DOE). The goal of 1 

NCPP is to make, 6rmer weapons production facilities available 
for non-weapons production ?ctivities. The four buildings . . . 

involved in NCPP at,Rocky Flats are,metal machining and fabri- 
cation facilities. Materials utilized in these buildings included 
uranium, beryllium and stainless steel. There were no plutoni- 

There are three sfages associated with the NCPP. Stage I,. 

. .  

, ' 

' 

. 

' um operations in any of the NCPP buildings. 

planning, was complete by .the spring of 1994. Stage IIrthe 
, ' actual cieanup'work, began in April'of 1994: Cleanup in 'the 
' . first building, 883, should be done by this fall. Building 865 , 

should be available for re&e by next spring. These two build- 
ings at one time-were used for fabrication of uranium and 
beryllium weapons parts. 'Contained'. within these buildings are 
large pieces of machinery such as-furnaces, hydraulic presses a 

and large rolling mills. The'other two buildings, 444 and 447, 
will be cleaned up over the next two years. Stage 111; the new 
manufacturing activities, will likely begin sometime in 1997 for 

. . The original NCPP target was for cleanup in all four build- 
ings to be complete within two> years, at a'projected cost of $42 
million., Because of funding cutback from the Department of 
Energy, NCPP was able to concentrate on only two of the four 
buildings, 883,and 865. Based on experience's0 far in the first 
two buildings, NCPP officials now estimate thht the total 
cleanup cost.fdr'aH four buildings can be lowered to$28 &l- 

. , 

. 

. ' 

. 

~ the first two buildings., , ' . 
. .  

' 

' 

' 

' . lion. . . a  . .. . 
Thecompany' responsible for the decontainination and ' 

decommissioning work in the four 'buildings is Manufacturing 
. Sciences Corporation (MSC), headquartered in Oak Ridge, . , 

Tennessee. MSC is a major metal recydling operation'that 
focuses on rec jrcling niaterials from former weapons 'cbriplex 
facilities. m e  company hopes to expand i$ current capacity by 
winning the competition to.be the Stage 111 NCPP contractor. 
One of the'founders and the current vice president for MSC is 
De&s Floyd, a former Rocky.Flats- worker. Dennis heads up ' 

the MSC operations at Rocky Flats. 
Later this year, the  ROC^^ Flits .Local Impacts Initiative 

(RFLII) will issue a request for proposals from any companies ' 
. interested,in'leasing the four NCPP buildings at Roc,ky' Flat$ for 

reype., RFLII is the local community Feuse org*zation spon- 
sored by the,Department of Energy to help plan and facilitate 
the reuse or .c&version of the' Rocky Flats site. After ,the pro- 1 .  

. posals'are made, DOE and -11 will solicit input from the * . * 

. 

1 

.. I 

. 
' . 

.. 
. 

. 

. .  
. .  

, 
. .  

U I  

at Rockv 
. .  U 

. .  

I 

1 I 

Pictured above is a Niagara metal press.in Rocky Flats 
Budding 883, formerly used to produce weapons parts. 

community at large -to help select $e winning proposal. The 

Department of Energy. Current plans call for the selected corn- 
pany, in cooperation with DOE, to prepare an Environmental 
Assessment before rnanufactuiing gets underway. ' 

One of the major goals of NCPP is .to create new jobs to - 
,replace those lost with the end of weapons production. Seventy 
three workers are involved in the cleanup of Buildings 883 and 
865. Eighty eight percent of these workers are former Rocky 
Flats site employees who lost thejr jobs due to downsizing. 
Around 200 additional workers could be added for the manufac- 
turing operations. 

MSC has been effective in cleanup operations. For 
instance, MSC divided the cleanup workers into teams. , 
Although each team has a leader, decisions are jointly made by 

. company selected-will then lease the facilities from the 
' , 
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. .  . . , .  . - .  
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. I  

. .  . Flats:. . .  . , .  . .  
. ,  

do the cleanup workand then 
.begin' its manufachhg .activi: . . 
ties.. A later decision by DOE. . , . 
,and theregulators, with sup-:-' 
pprt of f ie community, was . 
that a competitive'bidding , , . . 
process'would be utilized to 

. select..the Stage 111 contractor. 
-,Msc still GxprksFes a stiohg ., .~ 
; desire to be ,that 'Stage 111 con- . , 

. traitor. ~n itiplans for,r<uie . . 
of the NCPP buildings, MSC ' . b 

. proposes to recycle 'scrap, ' : . . a , 

,'materials, such as-stainless and . ' 

.carbon.steel,' and, fabricate . . . ,' 
them into waste containe-. . 

. :Most- of the feed mate,hals .. 
will come. from DOE facilities 

',across the country. MSC esti- 
mates that up to 30,000 tons of, I 
material could be recycled ' ' .' 

, from Rock? Flats alone; The, , '  

estimate for recyclpble materi- ' , 

als across the weapons ' 

complex is anywhere from'. . 

300.000:to three million'tons. .' 

' 

, 

: , 

~ 

. >  

' 

, *  

. .  . 
. , I - This is the same p?ess,after it was disassembled.and decontaminated by MSC workers &part of, - 
: ", I the NCPP project. This particular piece of machinery is no'longer needed and its various parts 

I ,  
I 

I. , 

. .  . I  
1 .  

. . .: . .  will be recycled. * . ' ,  ' 

. , .All materials would besen! ' ' ' ' .  ' 

. .  

I .  
. ,  - .  

al1,the members: MSC employees stressed thatstheif success is 
due to'theteam approach. Work has proceeded in a:.very, safe ' ' first to-the MSC facility in Tennessee fok decontamination. 

greatly reduced the amount of waste generated during t ~ e .  I . complete the manufacturing operations.. ' 

. I  

' ' 

a , 
. *  

. .  
. '  -, 'I,' maher,  with only'& minor worker contamination i-nciden; 
. .  . 

.,' .. reported: Finally, by, fbcusifig on waste minimization, MSC 

,' cleariup operations from the original projeitibns.. *... ' , . .  

' , weapons complex visited .Rocky Flats to conduct an analysis of ' ' and,plutonium residu6.storage itnd shipping containers. These:. .. . 

They would melt down the metals in,large furnacest0 form . 
' . ingots. ' MSC would then transport the ingo& to Rocky .Flats to, 

At RockyFlats, MSC would fabiicate wlste barrels, large . . .  ' . ~ I . 

' 

, -  . . . .  
,' > ,  

. .  
, '  . .  4 , 

' , .  

' .Earlier this year, a team.of reviewers from,througho& the ' cargo containers, plutonium'metal and oxide.storage canisters, .. I 

potential health- and safety problems resulting from'operations.in ' , products Would be used primarily 6y the Department of :Energy 

dling of highly enfiched uranium. Buildkg 883 is, one of these 

.', , L '  

. < . . ,  .' , facilities that'are still, or were. atone:time, hyolved in the han- . to ?tore and hispose of materials f r o i  Rocky Flats and other 

I. ' 

' ;. ' , .  ' 

. 'sites. .MSC,,stresses that its'proposal would make maximum,use'. .. 
, ~ ' . ' ' ' . , ': 

For anyone interestedin f u h e r  ihfopation,' MSC has pre- . ' 

. I  ' facilities and after'the review the final repor; stated: "'ne man- . of,recycling. They 'would recycle 'former production facilities,. . .  

, I  

) .  

'. ner in which thd uranium decontamination and decommissioning fo@er.Rocky Flats Gorkers and materials.. 
, .activities.are being managed and.overseen in Building 883. , 

. - .  

. _  
.. 

should be used to model &her D&D activities at. Rocky Flats ', 

, 'once MSC:finishes the de&nt&ipation and & o m & -  
" "sioning.work, the Department of Energy'will hire an-outside ,' 

fi& to .provide independent ve&cation that any remaining. . 

level ofcontamination .meets' relevant health standards. Only ' 
, aft,efth'is ve;ificatibn is complete will.DOE all04 a company to 

' , 

<. and at other DOE sites.?. ' " b .  , . ,  . .  . . -  , " . .' . video is available for.'review..in , he  CAB office. Tours of,the ' . . . ',, .: 
, , 

' pared a 30-minute . .  video . describing its operation.' A copy .of the, 

. MSC facilities at'Rocky Hats are available.. To seek more hfor: 
mation or to arrange a tour, please contact Tim Heaton wjth. ' .  

, :MSC at 966-9680 or 237-8576. If you,are interested in howihe - 
, decision will be made to select the Stage 111 contractor, p!ease 
contact the'Rocky Flats Local Impacts Initiative at 940-6090., '; ''. 
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' . . '  b ; . begin manufacturing.operations. . . '" I \ _  . 
' ' -en NCPP was first conceived, the intent was for MSCto . . .  

I .  . 
. .  . I - .. . .  

, .  
. .  . .  
. .. . ,  . ,  

- .  
' , . . . .  

. $ .  . 
. >  

, I  
. , .  . ,  



THE DOE WEAPONS COMPLEX 
J This Issue: Northern New Mexico Citizens Advisory Board - -  - -  

The Rocky Flats Citizens Advisory Board is one ofseveral Site-Specijk Advisory Boards (SSABs) that have been formed at 
former nuclear weapons production sites. In each issue of The Advisor, we spotlight the activities of one of these boards. 

weapons. J. Robert Oppenheimer headed the group of scientists 
who performed the resefch, developed the technology ,and pro- 
duced the actual bombs. Oppenheimer and his colleagues 
completed their, mission in 27 months, culminating in the Trinity 
test on July 16, 1945, which signaled the dawn of the atomic 
age. 
. 
test nuclear weapons has expanded to include conventional 
weapons, as well as programs such as energy, nuclear safe- , 

guards, environmental protection and cleanup, and emerging 
technologies. In addition, LANL must safely and efficiently 
manage a substantial amount of solid radioactive waste (both ~ 

low-level and TRU waste) located in pits, trenches and shafts, 
above and below ground, at the site. 

Since its beginning, Los Alamos has been operated by the 
University of California. It is located about 35 miles northwest 
of Santa Fe and cove5 more than 43 square miles of mesas and 
canyons in northern NewVMexico. It is the largest employer in 
the area, with more than 10,000 employees and an annual bud- 
get of approximately $1 billion. 

During its early stages, the Northern New Mexico Citizens 
Advisory Board established an Issues Committee to help priori- 
tize the issues to be addressed by the Board. At that time, the 
Board agreed to form the following standing committees: 
Environmental RemediatioNWaste Management; Science 
Education and Public Participation; Alternative Energy; and 

Committee whi'ch deals with matters relating to the functions of 

. 

The original mission of Los Alamos to design, develop ,and 

' 

I 

Los Alamos National L-aboratoQ, ,located on the Pajarito 
Plateau of northern New Mexico. 

as& September, the Northern Ne*w Mexico Citizens 
Advisory Board (CAB) to the Department of Energy/Los 
Alamos National Laboratory was created. A diverse' 

group of 17 individuals currently serve on the Board. Three' 
Native American pueblo communities, San Ildefonso Pueblo, 
picuris Pueblo and Sari Juan Pueblo, immediately surround LOS 

Alamos National Laboratory and are profoundly affected by 
activities z\t the site. A representative ffom each community 
serves on the Board. 

Mexico CAB spent most of its time on developmental issues 
such as its structureland organization. The Board also made ' 
four recommendations regarding piioktization of projects, sepa- 
ration of waste management and environmental restoration 
budgets, work place safety, and transfer of plutonium manufac- 
ture from Rocky Flats to Los Alamos. 

LOS Alamos National Laboratory (LANL) was established 
in 1943 as Project y of the Manhattan Engineering District, the 
secret World War I1 effort to develop the world's first nuclear 

. 
4 

' , . , 

. 

kL 

. During the first nine months of operation, the Northern New Economic Development. CAB also has an Executive 

' the Board. . 
The Northem New Me'xico CAB plans a retrea! in 

September, at the completion of its first year of operation, when 
it will perform 
plan for 1997 through 1998. CAB will continue to study the 
isSue Of disposition Of hazardous Waste located at the Site and to 
monitor the management Of LOS Alamos' Safety Operations and 
culture. 

, 

self-evahatidn and begin developing its work 
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.. (continued. from Page 1) 

been disposed in these trenches: 

' . . % .  plutonium ' I  , . . .  ' .  actioiifnqcksary. . - .  ~ . ', 

I ' . - . :. An unknown number 'of crushed U-238-contammated ! 250' Fahrenheit for a minimum' of 30 minutes. The heat traris- 

, -  

. .  . .  
trenches are known, 'but $e. following are documented. . .  to have ' . A, forhal public comment period. .If he final levels are lower . 

. .  .. 

' . .\ ' -An unknown volume of liquid waste from Bldg: A44 ., ; Excavate&soils"and*d~ms. are treated using a p;ocess -. ; 

. * . 

: of equipment resembling ovens and heated to between 1860 -+a- . ' - , chemical storagearea: ' . ' 

' . . .  
' . drums'from use at oil b u b  pit ' . ' , . -.forms the liquid VOCs, into gases;:which'ire 1 .  then transferred ' .  ~ ' , 

. . 
Sanitary sewer sludge contaminated with-uranium and, 

' than the temporary levels used for ,the trenches project, DOE has, ., ', 
, committed to re-evaluating thesituation,and taking fuither , 

. 

, , -  . , .  
. .  

I _  

. .  

. ' . .  '. . 
. .  

, 'Plutonium-contaminated asphalt from afonper outdoor ,. known as therma1.desorption. .The materials-are placed in pieces -, 

.. ,; 

. . ' An unknown volume of'radiologically,contaminated'. .. ' through filters to'a condenier'unit..-Thefilters are designed 10 A.' '. , ' 

I .  

asphalt-impregnated felt from the Solar, Ponds'(may-. prevent'radionuclides from passing tlirough.io the condense?. . . 2 . , . .  ' 

.soil 'was excavated; it. was sampled ,and tested for.radioactivity,. . ' , ' Various safety measurXss.were.employed during.ihis excava:' -. . I .  ' 

' ' The Department'ofLEnergy and its.regula[ory agencies have tion,and treatment operation.including dust Suppression; air 

that will. be allowed t0'b.e replaced-into the trench'es: Using :including supplied breathing air. ' 

. .  
' 8 . -  

, ,  
' '. , have been placed in the trench) ' 

. 

. ,  , . ' . In ,the:condenser, the gases'he cooled to a liquid form. -The liq-. ' . 
, .  

. , _  , 

-Although the histo&al record does'not.show that significht . .  uidsrare then handled as.hazardous waste while the soils'are - .  ' : - . ,, 

, amounts of radioactive materials were disposed in' the trenches, 
there are low levels of,radionuclides present in the soil. As the 

- stockpiled awaiting sampling resu1ts:and .possible replacementh , 

i , I .  

. ,  . .. 
- ,  

# %  

'I the trenches. . . , 

' ' . 
I - e . . .  

'established 'temporary stmdards for the amount of radioactivity 

the& temporary standards,'the regulators approved replacing: 
the soil. Many stakeholders have expressed concern about 

' monitpring and personal protective, equipment for workers ', 
. 

, 

. . . ' I  

. I  
, _  ' . , ' 

. . . ~ The public will have an opportunity to comment on.the pror ... . . , . , . 

posed soil'action levels between September 1 ' k d  October 4. . , ' . - .  1 . .: 

. .  

" returning radioactively contaminated#soils to the trenches. ' Final' . Please call the CAB office at 420-7855 jf you are interested in ,' 
. .  .< . 

. I  

. I  I 

. .  . standards will be approved this fall by these same agencies aftki . " getting' involved in this proc,ess. , . . .  

. .~~ 
- .  .' . . . .  ,,, . . http://ww,w.indra.fi- 

' ._ . " 

. I  

. .  . .  
. .  . , : ,  > . -  . 
. . -  

. .  . I .  

. ,  
. (also e-rnail-.aidress: rfcab@,ii - . I. \ .  

. . \  , .  

- .  1 .  . * .  I , .  *, ' . . .  , 
. . .  

. r .. 

0, access' CAB recommendations, Board,meeting .._ , . C. : , 
, - . \  

. , .  I .  

. -  
, .  . ,  ' .  minutes, 'newsletter artic1es;IRocky Flats frequently-asked-questions and 'more! ! ! . , . .  _I. 

. 7 / 1 Visit us on the Internet t 

. -  

<: . I .  
. . .  . .  

. .  ',. .And.don't forget. ...' .. :. . .  
. I  

. . ( ' L ,  , , .  
. . .  

e" . . . -  _ .  

. .  
. .. 

' 

' .  . ,CAB'S ,Public 'Comment Message-Line ,(303) 637-4808 , 1 ' '; ' , . . .  '' .:' .@ ' ' . . ,  I 

. ,  - .  
. .  . t , . . ' ' >  

. .  . .  , ,  . . . .  
' .  Call,24:hours -, a day'to.record.your.opinions,comments, or suggestions. I ._ ' : . " . I  . I . ,  , -  

, .  , .  

. I  :. 
. .  . .  I All comments will be, reviewed'by the. Board,. 1 - 
. .  

. .  I .  . .  , (  
, ~ ' I .  

I .  . .  . . .  . .  . .  . 
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CAB MISSION STATEMENT The Advisor is published quarterly by the Rocky Flats Citizens 
Advisory-Board (CAB). The Executive Editor is Tom Marshall. 
Please send your questions, suggestions and ideas to: 

. . The Rocky Flats Citizens Advissry Board, a nonpartisan, ' 

concerns related to Rocky Flats activities, is dedicated to 
providing informed recommendations and advice to the 

' agenci'es (Department of Energy, Colorado Department of 
and Environment and the 

Protection Agency), government entities and other interest- 
ed parties on policy and technical issues and decisions 
related to cleanup, waste management and associated activ- 
,ties. The Board is dedicated to public involvement, 
awareness and education on Rocky Flats issues. 

' Erin Rogers;Managing Editor brpadly representative, independent advisory board with i 

Rocky Flats Citizens Advisory Board 
9035 Wadsworth Parkway, Suite 2250 

\ Westminster, CO 80021 . (303) 420-7855 Fax (303) 420-7579 
Except as noted, all articles are written by CAB staff Erin Rogers, 
Ken Korkia and Deb Thompson. To request a change of address I 

or to add or remove yqur name from the mailing list, contact Deb 
Thompson at the above address and phone number. Material may 
be reprinted if credit is given. CAB is funded under a 1996 grant 
of approxim'ately $391,000 sponsored by the U.S. Department of 
Energy. 
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Rocky. Flats Public--Meeting Calendar 
1 . .  

. . .  -September . ' 

5 ' Rocky Flats Citizens Advisory Board Meeting . . 6 - 9:30 p.m. Westminster City Hall 
9 CAB Site Wide Issues Committee ~ 6 - 9.p.m. .Westminster City Hall. ' , 

17 . 'CAB-Plutonium and SNM'Committee ' 7 - 9 p . m  . . ' .westminstkr City H ~ H  
19 CAB Environmental/Waste Management Committee . 7 - 9 p.m: - .. Westminster City Hall . I  

October ' . e  

6:30 - 8:30 p.m. CAB office . 16 CAB National Issues Committee 

. -  I s .  

. _  

3 Rocky Flats Citizens Advisory Board Meeting . , 6 - 9130 p.m. . Doubletree Hotel , , . .  

I .  

' . . 7. CAB Site Wide Issues Committee 7 - 9-p.m. Westminster City Hall .. 

~ .. 17 CAB Environmental/Waste Management Committee . 7 -9p .m.  . 

Westminster City Hall ' 
. .  

15 CAB Plutonium and SNM Committee 7 - 9 p.m 

2 1 CAB National. Issues Committee 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. . .  CAB office 

November ~ . .  
7 Rocky Flats Citizens Advisoj Board Meeting , 

18,  CAB Natibnal Issues Committee 
19 CAB. Plutonium and SNM Committee. 7 - 9 p.m. ' Westminster City Hall . ' . ' . 
2 1 ' CAB Environmental/WaSte Management Committee ' . 7 - 9 p . m -  . . Westminster City Hall 

. Westminster City.Hal1 . . .  
. _  

6 - 9:30 p.m. '. ' '. Westminster City Hall 
Westminster.City Hall 
CABoffice. - 6:30 -'8:30 p.m. 

. 11 CAB Site Wide Issues Committee - ' 7 - 9 p.m. 

. .  

c 

I .  

' 

Rocky *Flats Citizens Advisory Board 
9035 Wadsworth Parkway, Suite 2250 
Westminster,, CO 80021 
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