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Monthly Status Report – August 2011 
 
Board meeting summary 
There was no meeting this month. 
 
Legacy Management monthly site inspection summary 
DOE’s July 2011Rocky Flats activities included: 
 
Groundwater and Surface Water Monitoring 

• Collected quarterly Original Landfill (OLF) well samples 
• Completed quarterly water level measurements of 100 wells 
• Conducted routine maintenance at monitoring wells and at surface water locations 
• Collected and processed automated sample suites 
• Collected the Walnut Creek ambient samples with three additional special sample 

locations 
• Collected quarterly Present Landfill (PLF) surface water samples 

 
Groundwater Treatment Systems 
Routine inspections of the treatment systems were conducted as follows: 

• East Trenches Plume Treatment System (ETPTS) – DOE reports the system is 
functioning normally. 

• Mound System Plume Treatment System (MSPTS) – DOE reports the system is 
functioning normally. 

• Solar Ponds Plume Treatment System (SPPTS) – DOE reports that optimization of the 
system is ongoing.   

 
Ecology 

• Herbicide applications were completed for the initial round of spraying. 
• Ecology personnel escorted staff from Texas A&M, who were conducting biocontrol 

research monitoring under a contract with USFWS.  They have four locations that are 
now within the DOE boundaries. 

• Began monitoring to evaluate the success of revegetation efforts at various locations. 
• Completed photopoint monitoring for Prebles Meadow Jumping Mouse (PMJM) 

monitoring. 
• Began PMJM vegetation monitoring at mitigation locations. 
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• Conducted nest box surveys at bluebird boxes on site 
• Mowed willows on the face of the OLF using the ATV and mower; also cut off elm trees 

on the PLF 
 
Site Monitoring & Maintenance 

• There were no significant changes to report at either landfill 
• The July 2011 OLF Inspection Report was submitted 
• Completed the PMJM erosion control inspections 
• Stop logs from previously breached dams in the A-, B-, and C-series ponds were 

removed.  The stop logs were originally designed to allow some water to pass through, 
but over time they swelled up which resulted in more water pooling behind them than 
desired.  The logs were impacting the ability to re-establish vegetation along the shore 
lines. 

• Completed removal of miscellaneous debris associated with the annual inspection. 
 
DOI-IG Investigation 
In a report dated July 21, 2011, the Department of the Interior’s Inspector General (IG) issued a 
report that concluded that due to lack of funding, invasive weeds are displacing native species 
and thus risking the migration of nuclear contaminants to surface water.  As the IG provided in 
the report, “We recognize the need for FWS to prioritize funding among numerous refuges and 
that this refuge was not provided funding for management and operational activities.  EPA and 
[the Colorado Department of Public Health and the Environment] have warned, however, that 
plowing -- a preferred method for extirpating an invasive weed infestation of this extent -- would 
likely be restricted on the Refuge due to the concern that major soil disturbances could cause 
elevated levels of remaining radioactive materials to migrate.” 
 
In response to the report, EPA and CDPHE issued a letter in which they challenge the 
fundamental assertion of the report – namely, that use restrictions have been placed on the refuge 
lands and that the two agencies are concerned about USFWS plowing or tilling land as part of its 
weed management work.  As the EPA and CDPHE state in their letter, the IG’s understanding of 
the agencies’ position is based on a 2003 letter that EPA and CDPHE sent.  What the IG missed 
is (1) in 2006, the entire Refuge was released for unlimited use without restriction, and (2) the 
Refuge boundaries were adjusted since the 2003 letter, so lands with use restrictions remain 
under DOE’s jurisdiction 
 
The entire report can be found 
at: http://www.eenews.net/assets/2011/08/01/document_gw_01.pdf  
 
EPA and CDPHE’s letter to the IG is attached. 
 
CERLCA Five-Year Review 
Under CERCLA Superfund regulations, the EPA is required to review the remedies at Superfund 
sites where hazardous substances remain at levels that potentially pose an unacceptable risk.  The 
DOE-retained lands at Rocky Flats have residual contamination resulting in use restrictions, so a 
periodic review is required by CERCLA.   

http://www.eenews.net/assets/2011/08/01/document_gw_01.pdf
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CERCLA reviews are EPA’s responsibility.   EPA guidance provides reviews must be conducted 
every five years and may be conducted more frequently if necessary to ensure the protectiveness 
of the remedy.  The last review was conducted and approved by the EPA in 2007; the next 
review must therefore be approved by the EPA in 2012 (specifically by September 14, 2012).  
 
At Rocky Flats, EPA, DOE and CDPHE will conduct the review and produce the draft report, 
with formal approval by the EPA.  This approach mirrors the approach these three agencies 
adopted during the 2007 review.  That review can be found 
at: http://www.lm.doe.gov/Rocky_Flats/Sites.aspx?view=5 
 
Additional information about EPA reviews can be found 
at: http://www.epa.gov/superfund/cleanup/postconstruction/5yr.htm 
 
Pond Discharge 
In late August, DOE notified the public that it would discharge water from terminal ponds A-4 
and B-5 on Walnut Creek.  According to the notice, “Pre-discharge samples for Ponds A-4 and 
B-5 were collected on 8/15/11.  All results indicate that water quality standards at downstream 
Points of Compliance (POCs) will be met during discharge.”  Discharge of these ponds is 
scheduled to begin the week of September 12th.  Pond A-4 discharge is expected to take 12 days.  
B-5 is expected to take 13 days. 
 
DOE’s notice provided that “Pond A-4 will be direct discharged using the outlet works to North 
Walnut Creek through AMP monitoring location GS11.  All required monitoring at downstream 
POCs WALPOC (Walnut Creek at Site boundary) and GS03 (Walnut Creek at Indiana Street) 
will be performed according to the normal protocols in Attachment 2 to RFLMA.”  Following 
the discharge of A-4, the pond will be operated in a flow-through configuration.  
 
DOE’s notice also provides “Pond B-5 will be direct discharged using the outlet works to South 
Walnut Creek through AMP monitoring location GS08.  All required monitoring at downstream 
POCs WALPOC (Walnut Creek at Site boundary) and GS03 (Walnut Creek at Indiana Street) 
will be performed according to the normal protocols in Attachment 2 to RFLMA.”  Following 
the discharge of B-5, the pond will be operated in a flow-through configuration.  
 
The notification including pre-discharge monitoring results can be found 
at: http://www.lm.doe.gov/Rocky_Flats/Documents.aspx 
 
Site Document Update 
None at this time. 
 
Stewardship Council update 
In September, the board will begin accepting applications for the four non-governmental seats on 
the board of directors.  Interviews will be conducted at the November 14th meeting, and two-year 
terms will begin at the February 6, 2012, meeting.  More information will be forwarded to the 
board and public in the coming days.  

http://www.lm.doe.gov/Rocky_Flats/Sites.aspx?view=5
http://www.epa.gov/superfund/cleanup/postconstruction/5yr.htm
http://www.lm.doe.gov/Rocky_Flats/Documents.aspx
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Next meetings:  

November 14 (second Monday) 
February 6, 2012 
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